Rooted Faith:
» Tree Planting Guide
for Congregations

“Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the Lord”
Psalm 96:12

The Rooted Faith Tree Planting Program aims to advance tree equity, cultivate eco-
spirituality, and promote resilience in communities of faith by providing the necessary
resources, training and education. Working with congregations, we want to ensure that

all communities receive the many benefits that trees have to offer.

Participating congregations will work with local arborists to assess congregational lands
and develop a tree planting and stewardship plan that aligns with congregational needs.

Congregations will attend a planning meeting and work with program staff to plan a

planting event and recruit a paid Tree Caretaker to steward the trees after planting.




We Will Provide...

e Arborist or tree planting partner to develop tree planting site
assessment in consultation with congregation.

* Trees and tree planting supplies.

* Tree planting expert to provide an onsite planting demonstration
for volunteers and answer questions.

e Help recruiting volunteers for tree planting day.

¢ Logistical assistance for tree planting day as needed.

¢ Information, schedule, training, and funds to hire Tree Caretaker.

e Specific tree planting date.

Congregation Roles
& Responsibilities...

e Collaborate with arborist to develop tree planting site plan.

e Work with state 311 service to mark utility lines prior to tree planting.

e Recruit volunteers for tree planting day.

e Attend pre-planting day meeting.

e Identify an individual to help coordinate tree delivery.

e Host tree planting day (set up welcome tables, open with prayer, etc.)

e Recruit and hire Tree Caretaker (see Tree Caretaker 101 for more info).

* Provide oversight for Tree Caretaker and ensure regular updates on tree

care are submitted for 24 months post-planting.

Incorporate creation care into congregational and community life.

Cultivate an ethic of creation care into your congregational life. Ideas
for worship, liturgies, education, youth and young adult engagement,
and community engagement can be found at:

www.bit.ly/rootedjustice




Planning Your Event

Tree planting events aren’t just about putting trees in the ground - they are opportunities
to bring community together, spend time in nature, learn about environmental issues,
and reflect on our calling to act as stewards of God’s creation. Congregations across the
city will host simultaneous tree planting events, showcasing the power of the faith

community to address the growing tree gap in our cities.
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Planting Trees in Sacred Places




Suggested Planting Day

Sign In
e Volunteer sign in: media & liability waivers

Event Start and Welcome
* Welcome from worship leader
e Opening prayer, reflection, music
* Guest speakers (optional)

Tree Planting Demonstration
e Provided by onsite planting partner or volunteer
(coordinated in advance)

Plant Trees
e Volunteers to plant, mulch, and water trees with

assistance of onsite tree planting partners

Closing

* Final remarks, blessing, song or reading




