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NATIONAL RELIGIOUS PARTNERSHIP
FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

July 1, 2025
Dear Members of the United States House of Representatives,

As faith institutions and organizations representing more than 160,000 Jewish and Christian
congregations across the United States, we write to express our concerns with the energy and
environment provisions within the preeminent budget reconciliation bill. This bill, as written,
will harm low-income communities, communities of color, families and expecting parents,
and houses of worship. It will also harm God’s Creation, on which all of our lives depend.

Our faith traditions believe that the Earth - created by God - is sacred and that humanity must act
as stewards and caretakers of God’s creation. God’s Earth and her resources are not an endlessly
available commodity for us to use but are instead a gift that we should cherish and care for. We
seek a world that allows the bounty and beauty of God’s planet and people to thrive. By
mandating oil and gas lease sales on federal lands, rescinding funding for our National Parks,
and requiring increases in timber sales, this bill disregards the biblical mandate to honor, tend,
and care for an Earth that belongs to God, not to us.

We also share a common belief in the unique human dignity of each person. This dignity is
dishonored when society needlessly fails to meet people’s most basic needs of clean water to
drink, clean air to breathe, safe shelter and protection from extreme weather, and access to
dignified work with a liveable wage. The proposed reconciliation bill not only fails to honor the
dignity of our most vulnerable siblings, it denies their flourishing in favor of short term
economic gains for those with plenty. By repealing vital energy tax credits and renewable energy
and energy efficiency incentives, this bill stands to:

Raise the average American’s electricity bills by 10% and as much as $400/year.

Lead to the loss of over 800,000 jobs and put $522 billion in investment at risk.
Undermine grid reliability: at a time of rapid load growth, it will reduce energy capacity
installed on the grid by at least 50% over the next 10 years.

The version of this bill passed by the Senate is unacceptable and immoral. We urge you to vote
no on H.R.1, return to negotiations and correct these shortcomings. We have hope that our
country can come together and work towards a future in which everyone - regardless of income,
class, race, religion, or political party - and all of Creation can flourish.

Sincerely,

Dan Misleh, Catholic Climate Covenant
Executive Director

Avery Davis-Lamb, Creation Justice Ministries
Executive Director

Rabbi Daniel Swartz, The Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life
Executive Director

Cassandra Carmichael, The National Religious Partnership for the Environment
Executive Director



