The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented its proposal to revamp the Mercury and
Air Toxic Standards. This proposal, in particular, puts the health of pregnant women, infants,
children, and communities of color in jeopardy. Religious communities of diverse traditions are
profoundly concerned by the Trump Administration’s proposal to roll back protections from
mercury and other air toxics.

The current mercury pollution standards reduce dangerous levels of mercury, heavy metals and
other toxic air pollutions released from coal- and oil-burning power plants. The proposed
changes to the current rule would exclude co-benefits or ancillary benefits from the rule’s cost-
benefit analysis. This is a reversal from the guidelines issued by the George W. Bush
Administration in 2003. Limiting the benefits attributed to curbing mercury pollution in its cost-
benefit analysis not only short changes the health of vulnerable populations but puts the health
and wellbeing of all communities at risk.

As faith organizations we strive not only for environmental stewardship but to protect human
health and wellbeing. Rolling back mercury pollution standards does not fulfill EPA’s mission to
protect human health and the environment and fails in our duty to protect God’s creation.
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