
 

July 6, 2026 
 
Administrator Lee Zeldin 
Environmental Protection Agency  
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington DC, 20460 
 
Docket ID No. EPA–HQ–OAR–2025–3297 
Subject: Public Comment on Revision of Tier 4 Criteria Pollutant Standards, Part 1: Amendments 
to Phase-In Schedule for Light-Duty and Medium-Duty Vehicles 
 
Dear Administrator Zeldin,  
 
As lay and ordained members of faith communities across the country we write to remind you of your 
moral and legal duty to protect human health and the environment, and to express our strong objection to 
the two year delay of the light duty vehicle (LDV) criteria pollutant standards. Delaying the 
implementation of standards that exist to protect our communities and God’s planet from dangerous 
pollutants is only going to bring harm, illness, and costly health impacts to our communities.  
 
The Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) light duty vehicle (LDV) criteria pollutant standards limit 
the amount of pollutants light- and medium- duty vehicles are permitted to emit. The chemicals in tailpipe 
pollution are known to worsen and contribute to the development of cancer, COPD, asthma, respiratory 
disease, high blood pressure, blood clots, stroke, and heart attack, among other illnesses. What’s more, it 
is children, older adults, and those with preexisting conditions who face the worst consequences of these 
pollutants, while communities of color and low income communities are disproportionately exposed to 
tailpipe pollution.   
 
Our faith demands that we do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God (Micah 6:8). Allowing 
death-dealing pollutants to enter the lungs of our brothers and sisters is not just. Standing by while these 
pollutants cause sickness and death is not merciful. Prioritizing the profit of auto-industries over the 
health and well-being of God’s creation is not humble.  
 
We urge you to enforce the Tier 4 Criteria Pollutant Standards without delay. Do what is right and just, 
protect our public health and the environment. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Total Individual Signatures: 372 
Religious Sisters: 172 


