Frequently Asked
Questions

Will trees damage water pipes?

While tree roots can find their way into the pipe that connects a home’s water
drainage system to the street, this normally only happens after the pipe has begun to
deteriorate. The cracked pipe allows water to escape, which is what attracts the roots.
Most of a tree’s roots are 2 feet or less below ground, whereas a home’s sewer lateral
line is 6-7 feet below ground. Your tree partner can work with you to identify which
trees are best to plant at your location.

Will trees make sidewalks heave?

If a tree was planted in a place not big enough for it, it can cause sidewalk heave. By
selecting the right tree for the right place, it will be small enough and have a growing
pattern that works with the street width.

Do trees cause or worsen allergies?

Some people are allergic to tree pollen. Some tree species produce less pollen and
may be better choices for your property. The Asthma and Allergy Foundation of
America has a list of allergy-friendly trees online.

Do trees increase crime?

Studies suggest that trees and green spaces decrease crime because they build social
interaction and foster social ties that build stronger, safer neighborhoods.

Will trees help with climate change and air pollution?

Trees help address climate change by pulling carbon out of the atmosphere, cooling
buildings so they need to use less energy, and helping slow stormwater runoff from
more intense rainstorms. Trees also help clean our air by absorbing airborne
pollutants and, by lowering air temperatures, decreasing air pollution concentration.
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