
November	15,	2025	
	
Dear	Member	of	Congress:	
As	diverse	faith-based	organizations	and	religious	institutions,	we	write	to	express	our	solidarity	
with	the	Gwich’in	people	and	their	sacred	lands	within	the	Arctic	National	Wildlife	Refuge.	We	urge	
you	to	join	the	majority	of	the	American	public	and	people	of	good	faith	who	support	the	protection	
of	the	Arctic	National	Wildlife	Refuge,	and	reject	any	attempts	to	repeal	critical	environmental	
safeguards	or	open	our	nation’s	protected	public	lands	to	destructive	oil	and	gas	drilling.		

Our	faiths	prompt	enduring	commitment	to	caring	for	God’s	creation,	standing	with	the	most	
vulnerable,	and	defending	the	dignity	and	sanctity	of	human	life.	The	Arctic	Refuge	is	one	of	the	last	
truly	wild	places	on	Earth	–	home	to	polar	bears,	migratory	birds,	and	the	Porcupine	Caribou	Herd,	
which	has	been	relied	upon	by	the	Gwich’in	people	for	food,	cultural,	and	spiritual	sustenance	for	
thousands	of	years.	Over	200,000	caribou	migrate	across	the	Arctic	Refuge,	which	is	also	home	to	
their	birthing	grounds,	known	to	the	Gwich’in	as	Izhik	Gwats’an	Gwandaii	Goodlit	-	the	Sacred	Place	
Where	Life	Begins.		

We	cannot	stand	by	while	these	sacred	lands	are	sold	off	to	the	highest	bidder.	We	urge	you	to	help	
protect	the	Arctic	National	Wildlife	Refuge	by:		

-	Opposing	Senate	and	House	resolutions	that	would	revoke	the	Bureau	of	Land	Management’s	
(BLM)	2024	Record	of	Decision	(ROD)	for	the	Arctic	National	Wildlife	Refuge’s	Coastal	Plain	
Leasing	Program	in	a	short-sighted	use	of	the	Congressional	Review	Act	(CRA).	The	2024	ROD	was	
supported	by	sound	science,	clear	law,	and	overwhelming	public	will	when	it	strengthened	
protections	for	the	Arctic	Refuge.	Repealing	it	will	cause	regulatory	uncertainty	and	costly	legal	
battles.		
	
-	Supporting	the	Arctic	Refuge	Protection	Act	(H.R.3067),	which	would	restore	critical	protections	
to	the	Arctic	National	Wildlife	Refuge	by	designating	the	Coastal	Plain	ecosystem	as	wilderness	
under	the	National	Wilderness	Preservation	System.		

We	must	not	choose	short-term	profit	over	people	and	planet.	Let	us	together	fulfill	our	calling	to	
love	another	and	honor	all	that	God	created	as	good	and	holy.		

Sincerely,	
Aquarian	Minyan	
Bay	Area	Jewish	EA	
Bronx	Jews	for	Climate	Action	
Creation	Care	Partners,	Inc.	
Dayenu:	Jewish	Call	for	Climate	Action	
Franciscan	Action	Network	
Jewish	Climate	Action	Network	NYC	
Maryknoll	Office	for	Global	Concerns	
Mennonite	Central	Committee	U.S.	
National	Religious	Partnership	for	the	Environment	
NETWORK	Lobby	for	Catholic	Social	Justice	
Passionist	Solidarity	Network	
Sisters	of	Mercy	of	the	Americas	Justice	Team	
United	Church	of	Christ	
	


