November 2025

Senator Michael Bennett
261 Russell Senate
Washington, D.C. 20515

Senator John Hickenlooper
316 Hart Senate
Washington D.C. 20515

Representative Gabe Evans
1229 Longworth House
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Senator Bennett, Senator Hickenlooper, and Representative Evans

As leaders and members of religious and faith-based communities across our beautiful state of
Colorado, we write to you with deep concern over the rapid repeal of critical environmental
safeguards and the reckless attempts to sell off our nation’s public lands, particularly the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge.

We are Coloradans - we do not take for granted the breathtaking beauty of the state that we get to
call home. It is a privilege and blessing to live alongside abundant wildlife, ragged mountains,
and vast plains. We believe that this privilege comes with a responsibility to care for, protect, and
honor the awe-inspiring lands on which we live. For we also believe that God the Creator
entrusted humans to be stewards of the earth and to cultivate its natural abundance and beauty,
ensuring that there is always enough for those that come after us.

It is our experience as Coloradans and people of faith that drives us to advocate for the
landscapes, wildlife, and ecosystems of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, and to stand in
solidarity with the people who call them home.

Indigenous peoples have stewarded and relied upon the Arctic since time immemorial. For the
Gwich’in people, the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is known as “the sacred place where life
begins.” These lands are home to an abundance of precious wildlife, from the threatened polar
bear to the Porcupine Caribou Herd which is sacred to the Gwich’in people and essential for their
culture, subsistence, and spiritual lives. We cannot stand by while these sacred lands are
persistently threatened by oil and gas leasing, exploration, development, and drilling.

We urge you to support the Arctic Refuge Protection Act (H.R.3067) and restore critical
protections to the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge by designating the Coastal Plain

ecosystem as wilderness under the National Wilderness Preservation System.

Sincerely,



