
October 4, 2017 
 
Senator Joe Donnelly 
Senator Todd Young 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Donnelly and Senator Young: 
 
As faith leaders in Indiana, we recognize our responsibility to care for God’s gift of clean, safe 
water. Water is a fundamental component of all life. For many faith communities, water is part 
of sacred rituals such as baptism.  
 
Because water is such an integral part of our physical and spiritual wellbeing, we are working to 
protect and conserve water in our own communities. Across Indiana, we are conducting blessing 
of the water events to highlight the importance of God’s gift of water, as well as remind our 
communities that we must never take for granted or squander it.  
 
We are calling on policymakers to join us in caring for water. We ask policymakers to work 
diligently and tirelessly to ensure that we all have access to clean water, whether that be from our 
tap or in our waterways and wetlands. We urge Congress to ensure that funding is made 
available to provide infrastructure that supports clean water in the US. It is Congress’ 
responsibility to provide proper resources to the Environmental Protection Agency to safeguard 
clean water. In particular, we call on you to provide critical funding for the Clean Water Act and 
Safe Drinking Water Act. When properly funded and implemented, these laws ensure that our 
water supply is clean as well as reliable, and that we have access to healthy waterways and 
wetlands. 
 
Any federal budget should provide the necessary resources to promote water quality standards. 
The pollution of waterways and the erosion of critical water infrastructure continue to be a public 
health threat. The infrastructure that support clean water in the United States is in dire need of 
repairs. In the next 25 years, $1 trillion will be needed to repair and expand U.S. drinking water 
infrastructure. A 2013 report released by the Environmental Protection Agency found that 55 
percent of streams and rivers across the country are in poor condition to support aquatic life.  
 
Indiana has more than 35,000 miles of rivers and streams, 100,00 acres of publicly owned lake 
and reservoirs and 50 miles of Great Lakes shoreline. About two-thirds of Indiana’s population 
depends on ground water for drinking and household uses. The waterways and ground water in 
Indiana are valuable parts of God’s creation vital to supporting all life. They need our protection. 
In addition to providing valuable recreation opportunities, food sources, and habitat, they provide 
much needed drinking water. 
 
Robust funding will be needed to improve water quality in the United States and in Indiana, 
particularly for those disproportionally impacted communities whose health has suffered because 
of water pollution.  
 



As communities of faith across a broad spectrum of traditions, we understand water as a symbol 
of preservation, cleansing, and renewal. Water is a gift from God. We hope that you will join us 
in committing to protecting clean water so that we can ensure the health and wellbeing of our 
communities and all creation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rev. Rebecca Barnes 
Coordinator, Presbyterian Hunger Program, Presbyterian Church USA 
President, Creation Justice Ministries 
Jeffersonville, IN 
  
Rev. Sarah Renfro 
Pastor, Geist Christian Church 
Fishers, IN 
		
Rev. Trey Flowers 
Pastor, Downey Avenue Christian Church 
Indianapolis, IN 
		
Rev. George Philip Hoy 
Pastor, English Congregational United Church of Christ 
Evansville, IN 
		
Sr. Kathleen Yeadon, OSB 
Beech Grove, IN 
  
Rev. Johnnie D. Williams 
Greater Second MB Church      
Marion, IN 
 
Rev. Willie Love  
Morning Star MB Church                        
Marion, IN 
 
Rev. Gwendolyn Sanders  
Davis Memorial CME   
Gary, IN 
 
Rev. Eileen Thomas  
Gomez Temple CME    
Ft. Wayne, IN 
 
Rev. Therese Bibbs  
Mt Zion CME     
Gary, IN 
 



Rev. Bonita Hawkins  
St John CME          
East Chicago, IN 
 
Rev. Maurice Reed  
St James CME     
Peru, IN 
 
Rev. Jennifer Tinsley  
St James CME     
Elkhart, IN 
 
Rev. George Walker, Jr.  
St Mark AME Zion         
East Chicago, IN 
 
Rev. Charles Thompson  
Zion Baptist     
Gary, IN 
 
 
 
 
 
 


