January 5, 2025
RE: Docket ID Number EPA-HQ-OW-2025-0322

Dear Administrator Zeldin,

Water is a sacred gift from God and is essential to our physical survival and our spiritual flourishing.
As leaders in the Black Church, we know that water sustains us and that having clean water is
critical for communities to thrive.

The Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposed rule to reduce clean water protection,
which will leave substantial amounts of our nation’s waterways vulnerable to pollution, will
negatively impact human health and the wellbeing of God’s creation.

The proposed rule will leave up to 80 percent of our nation’s wetlands without federal protection —
waterways which are essential for filtering pollution, replenishing groundwater, protecting wildlife
habitat, and reducing flooding. Without wetlands, communities will pay higher costs for clean water,
infrastructure, and flood insurance.

We have witnessed firsthand how communities of color bear outsized health burdens from
pollution and urge the EPA to not move forward with weakening clean water protections. History
has taught us that it is low-income communities and communities of color who will
disproportionately pay the cost of pollution. To be faithful stewards of God’s earth and to protect
human health, we need protections for clean water. We urge the EPA to not remove any additional
protections for our nation’s waters.

Sincerely,

4,168 Black Church Leaders
[Names removed for website publication]



