
Black Church Leaders Respond to Trump Administration Attempt to Repeal 
Endangerment Finding & Deny Health Impacts of Climate Pollution 
 
Dear Administrator Lee Zeldin, 
 
We, the undersigned 4,371  leaders in the Black church, unequivocally affirm that climate change 
and greenhouse gas pollution is one of the greatest public health and moral crises facing not just 
our communities but our country. 
 
The proposal by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to repeal the Endangerment 
Finding and dismantle greenhouse gas standards for cars and trucks is a denial of basic science, 
a tragic abandonment of the EPA mission to protect human health and the environment and a 
direct disregard for the well-being of our communities.  
 
This action by the EPA would increase deadly heatwaves and extreme weather, putting our 
communities and families at risk from floods, hurricanes and wildfires. It would worsen air quality 
and increase illnesses like asthma. It would also increase drought and water insecurity as rivers 
and streams become polluted,  
 
The cost of this decision by the EPA will be paid for in human lives - and Black bodies will bear the 
brunt of the burden. Regardless of income, Black Americans are more likely to live near highways 
and industrial corridors where air quality is worse and live in flood-prone and heat-vulnerable 
areas. We are also less likely to have access to disaster recovery support when needed. This 
action by the EPA would put Black communities at further risk. 
 
Deuteronomy 16:20 says, “Justice, and only justice, you shall follow, that you may live and inherit 
the land that the Lord your God is giving you.” Creation is a gift from God that we are required to 
steward and protect, working together to make sure that all communities for generations to come 
can flourish. Our faith demands that we seek justice and care for those in need. The current 
Administration is pursuing a path that recklessly exploits God’s earth and abandons our 
communities. We urge you, in the name of all that is just and holy, keep the Endangerment 
Finding in place and affirm life-saving greenhouse gas standards for cars and trucks. 
 
Sincerely, 


