
May 31, 2006 
 
As religious leaders of organizations across a broad spectrum of religious life, we urge you to pledge not 
to bid on the upcoming lease sale on June 5 for the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.  
 
As faith leaders, we are called not only to care for all of God’s children but to also protect God’s 
nonhuman creation. The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, a part of God’s creation that stands alone in its 
vast wilderness, ecological significance, and beauty, is an inspiring, wild landscape. It is home to polar 
bears, wolves, migratory birds, and a Porcupine Caribou Herd that is 180,000 strong. It is also a landscape 
sacred to Alaska’s Indigenous Gwich’in communities, for whom the coastal plain of the Refuge is “The 
Sacred Place Where Life Begins.” 
 
The Gwich’in people are dependent on the health of the landscape and the Porcupine caribou, which 
constitutes a majority of their food source, to maintain their culture and way of life. Drilling for fossil 
fuels in the Refuge will devastate the land, contribute to ongoing climate change, and threaten the ten 
thousand year-old traditions that the Gwich’in people depend upon to survive.  
 
Inspired by our dedication to defending all of God’s creation – which includes the Gwich’in people and 
their fundamental rights – the faith community at large has been committed to protecting the Arctic 
Refuge for decades, and we are not alone. In February, when the federal government held a comment 
period regarding potential lease sales in the Arctic Refuge, more than 150,000 people submitted 
comments opposing  drilling in the Arctic – an astounding testament in  support of  protecting this sacred 
landscape. 

  
While there has been  strong sustained public opposition and an overwhelming lack of market interest in 
drilling in the Arctic, our motivation for protecting  the Arctic Refuge from drilling ultimately rests on a 
profound moral obligation we believe is shared by all: to promote justice, to steward God’s creation, and 
to honor and protect sacred places. We hope that you will join us to protect the Arctic Refuge by pledging 
to not bid during the upcoming lease sale.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Rev. Dr. Bruce Batcher 
President 
Texas State Missionary Baptist Convention 
Senior Pastor 
Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church - Ft Worth, TX 
 
Desiree Bernard, MDiv 
Executive Director 



New Mexico Interfaith Power & Light 
 
Bishop Francine Brookins 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Fifth Episcopal District 
 (Western U.S. including Alaska and Hawaii) 
 
Sister Joan Brown, osf 
Franciscan Sister 
Co-founder of New Mexico and El Paso Interfaith Power and Light 
 
Rev. Dr. Ambrose F. Carroll 
Founder 
Green The Church 
 
Cassandra Carmichael 
Executive Director 
National Religious Partnership for the Environment 
 
Marianne Comfort 
Justice Director​
Sisters of Mercy Justice Team 
 
Avery Davis Lamb 
Executive Director 
Creation Justice Ministries 
 
Sister Teresa George, DC 
Visitatrix 
Daughters of Charity Province of St. Louise 
 
Sister Christina Maggi, DC 
Visitatrix 
Daughters of Charity Province of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
 
The Rev. Dr. Russell L. Meyer 
Executive Director 
Florida Council of Churches 

Dan Misleh​
Executive Director and Founder​



Catholic Climate Covenant​
​
Phoebe Morad​
Executive Director​
Lutherans for Restoring Creation 

Michael Neuroth​
Washington Director​
United Church of Christ 
​
Cori Norad​
Executive Director​
Georgia Interfaith Power & Light​
 
Rabbi Jonah Dov Pesner 
Director of the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism  
Senior Vice President of the Union for Reform Judaism​
​
Bishop Melanie Rogers Miller 
Western Episcopal District (includes Alaska)​
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 
 
Jennie Rosann 
Executive Director 
Dayenu 
 
Rev. Katie Sexton  
Executive Director​
Arizona Faith Network 
 
Bishop Teresa Snorton  
Program Development Officer 
The Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 
 
Daniel Swartz​
Executive Director​
Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life 
 
Bishop Cleveland A. Thompson  
President 
Western States Baptist Convention of Colorado-Wyoming 



 
Rev/Dr Kerry Tillmon​
President  
National Baptist Convention of Texas 
Sr. Pastor 
West Point Baptist Church - Corpus Christi, TX 
​
Susannah Tuttle​
Director of Strategic Engagement​
North Carolina Council of Churches 
 
 

 

 


